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CHALLENGES!

Aletter from our founder Peggy Hentz

ChallengelsThey are thrown at you to make you
stronger, make you better. They can guide you to
change directions or clarify that you ARE on the rig
path. They most certainly can help bring important
issues into focus and helps you see things more
clearly. We facéhem with our families and within
our nation. Here at Red Creek, challenges come
every day.

From the everyday decisions of finding the best
treatment for a broken animal to directing our future
goals, the staff of Red Creek is always facing
challenges anéhces them well. From growing pain:
G2 SO02y2YA0O aK2NIFIffa:s
throughout the years that threatened our future anc
we have prevailed.

This month, November 2011, Red Creek has
reached a milestone worthy of the biggest
celebration It was 20 years ago this month,
November of 1991, that | receivedy first permit to
rehabilitate wildlife from the Pennsylvania Game
Commission. In a time when Pennsylvania is losing
rehabilitators every year, Red Creek is now 20 yea
strong! It is ado a year where we are facing a
challenge that can test the best of us.

Red Creek Wildlife Center is not a faceless
corporation. It is a collage of people, past and
present, from volunteers to veterinarians, supportel
and rescuers. All of these peoplerk together for
one goal, to help wildlife in trouble, get them better
and set them free.

One of the faces that has become a definition of
dedication and commitment to Red Creek is Morrie
Katz. He is the deep, calming voice on the phone a
2 QO 2 Orhornhg/ thdikKowledgeable educator
and raptor handler at programs and the ever

L 0t R KSHRZY Gii? SES S |

enthusiastic greeter when someone brings in an anim
in need. He is responsible for helping Red Creek grow
into a thriving norprofit organization that has lasted 20
years.He is my best friend and partner.

In May of this year, Morrie was diagnosed with stage
3-4 esophageal cancer. It is hereditary (his father was a
rare survivor in the late 1970s) and is caused primarily
from acid reflux. Morrie and | knew we were facimgt
challenge of a lifetime and bald see how hardships in
the past have strengthened and prepared us now.

Having no children, Morrie and | have always felt that
Red Creek (and its many faces) is our family. The only
RSYFYR a2NNAS YI RBtwéttNg ey 2 §
toaF FSOG wSR / NBS1Qa OFNARy3 -
O2yiAydzS 2dzNJ LINAYIFNE YAAaaaz
to Red Creek and our work was unshakable, as was the
dedication of our staff who picked up my slack as |
needed time for one new pigent.

A Cancer diagnosis will shake the foundation of any
familyX can tear it apart or make it stronger. We are
very fortunate that the Red Creek family has such a st
foundation! Greg, Lori and Kat (now as knowledgeable
as any licensed rehabilitatgrcared for the infant
patients through the summer with great expertise and
all the volunteers have donated extra hours when
needed. Helping Hands Wildlife Center, Carbon County
Environmental Center, Pocono Wildlife Center and the
AARK all stepped forwaehd offered assistance with
animal care as did our veterinarians Carol Yeisley and
Len Donato. All of these wonderful faces have been a
great comfort to Morrie and to me, knowing the anima
are cared for and our work moves on.

We are now halfray througha strenuous series of
chemotherapy that will be completed in January. Tests
have been very positive that it is having an effect on the
disease and Morrie has been well enough that | am able
to continue to be active with animal care.

Because chemotherampompromises the immune
system, Morrie is no longer allowed to work directly
with sick animal patients. Although no longer an
employee of Red Creek, he still volunteers by answering
phones and you may see him at a program teaching
about Hannibal the Turkeyulture. And he adds a little
comedy to his condition. When a child recently stated
that the vulture was ugly because he is bald, Morrie
bent over and removed his hat revealing his completely
LINROf SY
YyOouK €
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THE HOWARD AVENUE RED TAILED HAWK

On June 14, Chrissypormer and her sister Having a permanently injured wing from a collision wil
Jacqueline rushed a baby Red Tailed HawktoRed I OF NE &d¢ht R al Yl ¢ y2¢ aSNIBS
I NES1® C2dzyR aKSf LJX Saa mother.

Avenue in Pottsville, this two week old raptor was ByAugustii KS ol o6& wSR CEAt ol a

;:‘ov?r?to: with rga%gois.slr?fectedviurnz \I'V?r:e fqund ¢ more. Now fully feathered and gaining experience at
eriettieg and chest. Tﬁ Wastt ﬂ tﬁ arg'c't o hunting and flight, the bird waited for her time of
€ matted featners onhe - g0 4om. on August 22 Jacquie Dormer returned with

leg in the f'r.St photograph are her camera and photographed the release.
actually active maggots

invading the skin under the It was a perfect day with blue skies and a light breeze
. down. as the hawk gently flew up into the trees. She, along
. Peggy and Lori went to worl Wwith the three foster siblings released that day,
‘1 right away cleaning wounds, remained at Red Creek for several weeks while honing
i removing the maggots and hunting and soaring skills that would ensure her
administering fluids. Once survival.
hydrated, he hawk was
placed on antibiotics to fight
the infection.

Within hours this baby hawk

As | reviewed the photographs for this article, |
noticed something: this hawk had a look afdv
determination and ferocity wheshearrived, and it
never left her face. From the moment she came in, until
: _ became the talk of Facebook. po release date, that look mirrored her attitude.
Jacquie, alpotojournalistfor the RepublicarHerald  pgrhaps that is why she healed so quickly and thrived so
Newspaper LJ2aUSR LA OUANBA  458¢¢x 2NJ YI20$ rskfrim hetFacetodk
Red Creek. Comments, shares analyers followers.
accumulated online while we worked fervently to
ar@gsS GKS tAGGES TFANI Q&
By the very next day the young bird was visibly
stronger. She started eagerly eating and began hel
22dz2NySe G2 6S02YAy3a | K

June 2%, having ompletely healed and finished
the treatment of antibiotics, the baby Red Tail was
placed out in the flight pen. There she joined two
adult and three juvenile hawks who would serve as a
foster family for the baby. One of the adult hawks is
a very aged femalRed Tail that can no longer fly.
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2011: TORNADOS, HURRICANES, FLOODS AND BLIZZARDS

¢tKS aS@SNBE &ai2N)Y kdihsi @
past year, from tornadeto hurricanes to floods to
untimely autumn blizzards caused great harm to m
people and their property. Red Creek Wildlife Cent
was very fortunate: Other than a fewegods of powe
outages, the storms had little impact on us. We did
however, worry that the days following such events
would be full of unlucky wild animal patients rescue
from the storm clutter. Surprisingly, that was minim
Except for disruption of&sting animals early in the
summer, wildlife seemstofas St f R dzNR Y
tantrums.

Animals have an amazing ability to find refuge du
storms and often appear to have a natural early
warning ability that helps them take advantage of tl
timepriori 2 + AG2NNX QA I NNA D

So, where do the animals go during storms? Many
will seek out old nesting sites such as bird boxes a
hollow trees during high winds or the shelter of thic
groves of pine trees. During blizzards, songbirds c:
sometimes be foundiddled together inside these
cavities, utilizing the collected body warmth to stav
off the cold. Bluebirds have been witnessed sharin
boxes where a dozen or more can gather to surviv
cold snap.

Animals will travel to high ground prior to flooding an
deer are often seen out ithe fields hours before a
A02NX¥Qa | LIINBLIF OKX FSSRAY
during the storm.

Of course, some animals can become compromised by
storms. Juvenile birds can sometimes try to-fiytthe
storm, leading to sheendhaustion. Red Creek received
ASOSNIf e2dzy3a KlFgla F2ff
Heavily fatigued and separated from their parents, the
young birds would have died from starvation had it no
been for the people who found them. At Red Creek thi
birds had the opportunity to regain their strength.
Released here where we could supply supplemental f
the birds had a chance to finish honing their hunting sl
before venturing back into the world on their own.

Storms during nesting season can havewch bigger
impact. Ground nests, such as those used by cottonta
rabbits, can become flooded, and uprooted and broke
trees can leave squirrels and birds homeless. These ¢
often found during the cleanup following the storm anc
Red Creek receives manfytbese victims.

| am always heartened by the person who, having
sustained much personal damage themselves, will stc
what they are doing when they find a destroyed nest v
babies. One example was Doug and Melissa who had
the roof of their home wha a tree fell from high winds.
With no power or other utilities, this couple and their tv
small children were dealing with the aftermath of
hurricane Irene. As they chain sawed the tree into sm:
more manageable pieces, they came across a nest of
flying squirrels. Their own concerns were temporarily
forgotten as they gently removed babies and mother.
tKS8 ¢gSNBE RSQradladSR G2
survived the fall.

With phone and electrical services disrupted, they had
no way to call us. Wdimg to act right away to save the
remaining babies, the family drove over an hour from
Boyertown, enduring several road closures and detoul
0KS K2LSa dKFG ¢SQR 0S5
and safe and were turned over to the gentle car&ked
/I NBS1Qa adl¥Fo

Because of the quick and compassionate action of that
family, the three flying squirrels survived. They are no
wintering over at Red Creek with other flying squirrels
will be released in the spring.
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GABBY'S HOOTENANNY & OWL CONCERT

Every evening, there is an

*FENEW*** OWL CONCERT at Red Creek.
Red Creek -« o

IR GhEpcan,. ¢ KAa gAYUSNE | hj

Each year, Gabby and Orion raise baby Great Horned
Owls. Each evening they return and greet the parents
that fostered them and gave them a chance at
freedom. These along with the sounds of Screech and
Barred owls can often be heard at Red Creek.

Meet Red Creek's resident owls. Learn about the 8 differeapecies of owl in Pennsylvania.
Enjoy refreshments of cookies and hot chocolate while relaxing to the live chorus of owls.

Fridays and Saturdays
January 6, 7, 13, 14,
6:00 pm - 8:30pm

Reserve your ticket on -line at: www.RedCreekWildlifeCenter.com
or call 570-739-4393

Specialty "themed" programs for you to enjoy right here at Red Creek.

HEATED outdoor, 10 x 40 fully enclosed tent makes this
a wonderful NATURE experience.

Seating is limited to 24 persons each night,
S0 reserve your best date NOW!

13 through adult ................... $10.00
X, 12 and under ........ccc.ce.....
" .

Please note:

We do notcontrol the chorus so weannot GUARANTEE the concert,
but it is a usual "happening" each night at the center
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A STORY IN PICTURES

Injured adultand orphaned baby opossums are a common sight at Red Creek Wildlife Cantdiwe have
rehabilitated close to a thousand opossums over our 20 years. In those many years, however, thisfingts th
time we rehabilitated a mother opossuthat had growing babies in her poc

An auto accident left this female opossum with a fractured jaw. While being treated at Betdwsnary
Servicesn Fleetwood, she gave birth to thirteen babies who began grownon her pouch. We cared for her
injuries while she cared for her young.

After her jaw healed and the babies were old enough to fend for themselves, they were released back tc
wild together.

K \l‘éf‘\.\r
ol d\ e
EverhearKS LIKNJ aSY &, 2dz KI R
You can see the actual releaseleo on our website at
www.RedCreekWildlifeCenter.com
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AVIAN CONJUNCTIVITIS

Songbirdswith eye infections are occasionally found at bird feeders this time of year. A bird might be obsen
sitting at a feeder for long periods of time and depending on how advanced the infection is, the bird may fly .
when approached or sit there blindlyallowing you to pick it up. There is treatment for this condition and there
a lot you can do to help.

Avian conjunctivitis is an eye infection that can inflict many species of songbird but is most often seen in h
finches. The bacteria affectéhconjunctiva, the membrane surrounding the eyes, causing the tissue to swell a
become irritated. As the infection spreads, the bird can become completely blind. Starvation quickly follows
treated.

Avian conjunctivitis is a bacterial infectionség spread at bird feeders, which is why it is more prevalent this
time of year. Birds can contaminate the seed simply by visiting the feeder and once a sick bird finds a feede
be reluctant to leave that food source because it cannot see. Hehbittg will quickly pick up the infection and
spread it to other feeders as they visit the neighborhood.

Signs of a problem are swollen, red eyes, listlessness and approachability. Birds will often sit fluffed up as
energy reserves diminish. If yeae such a bird, do not wait to call us. Capture the bird immediately and place
a box keeping it warm, dark and quiet. Call Red Creek and transport it to us as quickly as possible. We have
treatment of topical and oral antibiotics that has provesry successful at curing these birds.

Even if you do not see infected birds in your area, you can help reduce the spread of the disease by follow
regular disinfection routine of your bird feeders:

1 Twice each week allow the seed to empty in the feeder
9 Clean any debris and bird droppings from the feeder.
9 After cleaning, soak the feeder in one part bleach to thirty parts water solution for fifteen minutes
1 Rinse and allow to completely dry before refilling the feeder with fresh seed.
It is very impotant to apply this routine to ALL the feeders in the area. Encourage youfriardily neighbors to
do the same by printing and sharing this article with them.

BIRD FEEDER BANDITS
(Excerpt fronReguing Wildlifec A Guide to Helping Injured and Orphdaimalg

2SS 2FGSy 3ISG O2YLX FAyida Fo2dzi (G¢2 ariddza dAz2ya GKI

about the latter, first.

When you put out bird food you are attracting a large number and variety of songbirds to a small area. Far the

aniYl fa GKFG LINBe dzZl2y a2y 3oANRas GKIFG YSEya &2dxQ@S
chances of a successful hunt at this location are good.

There is only one way to stop a hawk from being a constant watchman over your stal feading the birds.

You have to stop feeding for a period of several weeks until the hawk moves on to other hunting grounds. |f the

hawk lives and nests locally, you will need to stop feeding indefinitely.

Another way to deal with the situation is to look adifferently. If you put food out to attract the activity of
wildlife to your yard, then you have been extremely successful. When you feed the; lyiodsfeed ALL the birds
including the hawks. Enjoy the opportunity to witness wildlife at its greatefs.in the wild can be brutal, but
that is the essence of nature.

Squwrels are frequent thieves of the bird feeder, emptying the contents quickly and even destroying feed
3SG +d GKS F22R® a{ljdzA NNBf LINR 2 Tstly.o ANR FSSRSN&

One trick that often helps keep squirrels away is to lace the bird seed liberally with powdered red pepper
GradsS Aa I RSGSNNByld F2NJ NPRSyida |yR GKS 0ANRA

er's to
R2
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OZZY THE OSPREY

Many birds of prey, once criticalndangered ii
Pennsylvania, have been making a slow
comeback. Once raysightings of eagles are no
commonplace in Schuylkill and Berks Counties
osprey can be found nesting near many lakes
throughout the summer.

5dzZNAy 3 GKA& &SI NB&h alLl

bird, a young male osprey just under 1 year olc
YIRS Fy FLILISENryOS I
Haven. Rather than just fishing and continuing
north, he decided to stay and became a spectze
FT2NJ GKS 26y Q& NB ahard
onthe 26", just eight days later, was found
stranded on an island in the Schuylkill River ne
the dam.

Assistant rehabilitator Greg Nason went to the
scene and rescued the bird from the rivertays
revealed that a single pellet from an air gun we
lodged in the right elbow joint.

Although not having the power of traditional
firearms, wounds from BB and pellet guns can
severe. Having such a large wingspan and nee
great strength to fly and hunt, the placement of
that single pellet in the elbow joirgrounded this
osprey for life.

Osprey are often difficult birds to house. They
eat only whole fish, an expensive diet to feed, .
often will not eat at all. Their nervous, higltrung
personalities and inability to recover from stres
can easily restiin sudden death. Possibly
because of his young age, this osprey was the
opposite: calm and eager to eat. He healed
quickly and adapted to his new life as a residel
of Red Creek.
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rehabilitation. A secaothinjured osprey arrived this
summer at Carbon County Environmental Center
after being struck by a car. This one, having the
normal high anxiety levels typical to this species,
refused to eat and was being foréed. The bird was
transferred here a week tar to join Ozzy and wher
the two birds met, she relaxed enough to begin
eating on her own. The two will share an enclosut
Red Creek until her broken wing heals.

The person who shot the osprey in Schuylkill Ha
has not been identified. Anyone withformation on
the culprit should call Red Creek or the Pennsylve
Game Commission.

Read More Great Stories

at our website

www.RedCreekWildlifeCenter.com
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MOMMA DEER UPDATE

Ly 2dzNJ tFad ySgatSGaasSNI ¢S Ay
foster mother for orphaned fawns. This year Momma was in the new
quite often as people stepped forward to help this wonderful animal
who mothers babies that are not her own.

It began with Comast employee, Mark Reed, who came to repair oug
service following a storm. Enamored with Momma Deer and her stor
Mark enrolled Red Creek in the Comcast Cares volunteer event, an
annual community service dayhere Comcasemployees and their
families volunteer to make a difference.

And make a difference they di@aturday, April 30tHjfty volunteers
gAGK | aftStQa 3ASG AdG R2ySe G

end of theday,Momma Deer had a new home:1&00 square foot mvironment with a natural forest floor and
trees.

The next dayr. Carol Yeisley, owner of Berks Veterinan
Servicessedated Momma Deer and she was gently moved
her new enclosure. The timing was perfect because the ne
fawns began to arrive only twweeks later.

az2YYlF 5SSNRa YFGSNYyLFf A
year as eleven fawns were introduced to her to foster
As in years past, she took to each one with patience
and protectiveness. All eleven thrived and grew stron
and agile inthe much larger enclosure. A%

Each year of rehabilitating fawns is memorable, and S
we know it is successful because each year the fawng =
NBldz2NYy G2 a2YYl 5SSNDa
and free, their connection to their foster mother
allows us the opportunity to keep tabs on themrina
distance. Even as adults, several deer from previous
years continue to return and visit Momma.

Release time for the fawns is always the hardest.
They still look so very young and fragile and we worr
about predators and automobiles. It is a time whee
need to let go and allow them to become independent
wild animals but their future is uncertain. Momma Deer must remain behind and can no longer protect and g
them. This year, however, was different and gavgreat comfort as nature stepped in to help make the new
FloyaQ NI yarAdAzy YdzOK S| ai SN
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Momma Deer Update (continued from Page 9)

For the past two years an adult doe has been faithfully visiting Momma Deer. Most likely a fawn she raisec
Handp>X GKA&A R2S KIFa OKz2aSy wSR / NBS1Qa F2NBaid | a
still visited, this year she brobgthree fawns of her own.

Our goal is to not only help the animals we receive heal for release, but to help them take their natural plac
the world as if nothing had interrupted their lives in the first place. It is wonderful to see the animals we
rehabilitate thrive in the wild, but to witness one actually having a family of their own is to witness the COMP
success of our rehabilitation program. This deer and her fawns gave us great joy as we watched the wild tri
grow at the same time Mommaas raising the eleven.

We caught sight of this wild mother doe and her triplets grazing in a nearby field a few days after we releas
eleven. She was alert to her surroundings and the triplets watched her closely. Suddenly we noticed severa
fawy f SI @Ay3 (GKS F2NBad G2 22Ay KSNIAYy (GKS FAStRO®
them?

The answer was clear a few days later when our field camera caught the doe visiting Momma and (within t
alFYS FTNIYSO {L- 3%jbbegdadpthis deSigbk ta theYiash offostering the new fawns and
teaching them about being free. They still all visit Momma and hopefully will someday have families of their
own.

d T v
L 3

"WILDVIEW 08-29-2011 17:27:02 )

¢t2 NBIR (GKS ¢gK2fS &ai2NER I 02 dzewdndosutel &
(with LOTS of pictures)
visit www.RedCreekWildlifeCenter.com
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RED CREEK EARNS “TOP-RATED ANIMAL WELFARE
2011 NONPROFIT” DESIGNATION

2AA #O0OAAE BADAAR OGATED AT 7A1 AZAOA c¢mnpp . 11T F

GreatNonprofits.Orgs a place to find, review, and talk about grestind perhaps not so greatnonprofits.
Grounded in the belief that transparency enables donors to make educated decisions about where their mol
best spent, they allow you to give ratings and full descriptions about amyprafit. These reviews then migrate tc
other nonprofit, governmein and philanthropic websites such @siiideStar.Org

This summerGreatNonprofitdheld an animal welfare campaign and Red Creek received many wonderful
reviews. Veterinarians, school teachers and YOU, the wildlife rescuers that bring us animals, al mguicta
Because of your reviews, Red Creek earnBtV&E STARC avllJG SR ! yAY I 2 St FI NB

We would like to thank those who visited the site and left comments. You can visit the website any time an
these comments. You may aleave your own comments and review for us. The direct link to our page is:

HJ

http://greatnonprofits.org/reviews/redcreekwildlife-centerinc

Valued Partner
™y
K

RED CREEK WILDLIFE CENTER HAS ALSO EARNED

THE GUIDESTAR EXCHANGE SEAL.

[Red Creek Wildlife Center] has earnéé (GuideStar Exchange Seal,
demonstrating its commitment to transparency of programs and financ
in support of its mission.

GUIDESTAR

Exchange
FARTNERS [N TRLET

SELECTED COMMENTS FROM GREATNONPROFITS.ORG

o | am a veterinarian and m O0For the past Ssi X year
Morrie many years ago. They are Wildlife Center has presented a
dedicated to their craft and are among program to our campers. The
the most knowledgeable wildlife presence of the live animals, the
professionals | have met . 6 stories of their life journey and
ol am so glad | know of a place to take injured Mor rie ahd PeggY s knowledgeable,
. . superb, informative talk keeps 100+
animals. No matter how small . | feel they will be tudent m 4 cind
given great care at this facility. They are students spefibound: ihdy
available 7 days a week. o] ol was extremely i mpre
commitment these people make to
DOUBLE THE IMPACT WITH MATCHING FUNC] their charges. Itis a never ending
job, and they carry the
Did you knowthat your donation cango twice as far to responsibilities with a tireless
help wildlife? passion. o
The Reading Blue Mountai& Northern Railroad Cain 0Red Creek gave me all

Port Clinton is matching each and every donation we
receive, dollar for dollar.

This means that a $2donation become $0 of usable
funds for the animals!

needed to keep the baby alive until |
could get it to them. When | arrived they
provided me with great information

and also they were very professional and
friendly. ¢

t

he
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WINTER TIPS

In this cold weather, be careful when changing or addingfae&ize for your automobile. Very tiny amounts car
cause lifethreateningpoisoning and animals are attracted to the sweet smell and taste. Protect wildlife and pt
by cleaning up any spills immediately.

You can assist backyard wildlife through the frigid temperatures by providing a fresh unfrozen water source
shallow birdb#h or pan with a small heater (such as ones found in farm stores for livestock) will not only help
and mammals, but will also provide a wonderful wildlife viewing experience without feeding.

Nesting boxes are not just for springtime nesting of baiogidband mammals. A clean bird house or larger nest
box, lined with natural bedding, can offer song birds, (such as small
woodpeckers) owls and squirrels a respite from the cold and wind.

In January, remove the tinsel and ribbons from your holiday tree and
place it in a corner of your yard. It will provide refuge for winter birds.

Snow, hardened by the extreme cold, provides a wonderful oppastun
to get to know your backyard wildlife. You can identify frequent visitors,
who otherwise live in secret, from the tracks they leave behind. It may |
cold, but short trips outside to examine the snow can be an exciting
adventure. Just bundle up first.

DEER SANTA... WILDLIFE PROGRAMS

The Reindeer are fine but we need a new sleigh! Is your group or school planning to host a Red

Creek Live Raptor program in 2012?
Actually, Santa, Red Creel

needs a new vehicle, so if
you happen to have a van

or SUV you could drop Make your
down our chimney, it would reservation befo_re
help a lot! Jan 3%and lock in
your program at
j . i 2011 prices.
ey Vehicle Donations
». are also tax
i deductible!
\___/

N

Q.Do Red Tailed Hawks migrate for the winter? If so, why are they in Pennsylvania year round?

A. Yes, Red Tailed Hawks do migrate they do not fly as far as many other birds. Instead, the entire
populations shift south in the fall and north in the sprifgnnsylvania is within both the northern winter and
the southernsummerrange.

Our summer Red Tailed Hawks (the ones that nest im&dvania)nigrate each fall to southern states suc

as Georgia and Florida. Ones that nest north of us (in Canada and New England) fly south to Pennsylvanja and

remain here for the winter. In springtime, the entire population shifts north again andwuamer Red Tails
return to nest in Pennsylvania.

J







